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 Officers of the Greater Houston Jewish Genealogy Society (GHJGS) are ex-
tremely proud to announce that an agreement has been reached with the Ana 
Krahmer, Ph.D. , Director of the Digital Newspaper Program at the University of 
North Texas Libraries, Portal to Texas History. 
 All of the digital images owned by the GHJGS for The Jewish Herald (1908-
1914), The Texas Jewish Herald (1914-1938) and The Jewish Herald-Voice 
(1938-current) have been given to Dr. Krahmer to add to the Portal's online digi-
tal newspaper collection.  
 This major addition to Texas Jewish research was negotiated by our member, 
Lynna Kay Shuffield with the technical assistance provided by Max Heffler who 
facilitated the transfer of the images.  
 Once placed online, these newspapers will be every-word searchable from any 
place in the world. With Houston being the 5th largest city in the United States, 
access to all of the back-issues will be an invaluable asset for genealogists and 
historians.  
 Lynna Kay was able to accomplished this project without any cost to the 
GHJGS. The usual cost to scan newspaper images from microfilm is more than 
$1.50 per page.  
 We were able to verify that in 2014, Vicki Samuels Levy granted permission 
and copyright clearances to place their newspapers online with the Portal.  
 The back issues should be online after the first of the year with 2018 looking 
like it will be exciting for those conducting Houston and Texas Jewish research. 

Speaker for September Meeting 
   If you learned there was a video of your great-grandfather 
reminiscing about his life, what would you do to get ahold of 
it? What would you be willing to pay to see it? Come hear 
local award-winning video biographer Stefani Twyford , 
owner of Houston based Legacy Multimedia, talk about the 
value of recording your own family history. 
   Legacy Multimedia was founded by Twyford in 2003 with 
the goal of helping families, companies and organizations 

chronicle history, share life stories, connect generations and preserve legacies in 
high quality, timeless multimedia presentations. 
 Come learn some useful tips on ways you can record and preserve your own 
history - whether you do it yourself or hire someone to do it for you. 
  

< stwyford@legacymultimedia.com >< http://legacymultimedia.com/ > 
Telephone: 281/639-8447 



 Officers 

 Meeting Dates - 2017-2018 

President 
 Evan Snyder  
Vice President & Webmaster 
 Max Heffler  
Secretary/Treasurer/Publicity 
 Milton Gugenheim  
Newsletter Editor 
 Lynna Kay Shuffield  
 
Mailing address : 
  5231 Jason 
  Houston, Texas 77096-1320 

Dates : 
 Thursday - 7 September 2017 
 Thursday - 7 December 2017 
 Thursday - 4 January 2018 
 Thursday - 1 March 2018 

Time : 6:45 p.m. 

Location :  
 Board Room 
 Seven Acres Jewish Senior Care 
 6200 North Braeswood Blvd. 
 Houston, Texas 

Membership Dues 
Individual:  $18 per year  Family:  $20 per year 
 
If you reside over 100 miles from Houston, membership is $12 per year. 
 
Libraries & societies, membership dues are $12 per year.  
 
Checks payable: GHJGS  Mailed to:   Milton Gugenheim 
       (address above) 

Visit Us on Facebook < https://goo.gl/8H9yry > 

Visit Our Website < http://ghjgs.iajgs.org/ > 

Join Our Mailing List < https://goo.gl/ISx4eg > 

Quarterly Newsletter 
Published - Winter, Spring, Summer & Fall 

Newsletter back issues available on website. 
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 The next meeting of the Texas Jewish Historical Society will be on  20-22 Oct 
2017, in  Marshall, Texas. Everyone is invited to attend. Visit their website for up-
dates. 

Board Meeting of the Texas Jewish Historical Society 
< http://www.txjhs.org/ > 

Research Resources 
 

- - Books - - 
 
Cohen, Anne Nathan, The Centenary History: Congregation Beth Israel of Houston, Texas, 1854-1954 

(Houston, TX: privately printed, 1954) 
 
Megargee, Geoffrey P. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of Camps and 

Ghettos, 1933-1945, Volume 1, Early Camps, Youth Camps and Concentration Camps and Sub-
camps under the SS Business Administration Main Office (WVHA) (Bloomington, IN: Indiana Uni-
versity Press, in association with, Washington, DC: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
2009) 

 
Dean, Martin and Melvin Hecker. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of 

Camps and Ghettos, 1933-1945, Volume 2, Ghettos in German Occupied Eastern Europe 
(Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, in association with, Washington, DC: United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 2012) 

 

- - Journal Articles - - 
 
Adler, Cyrus. "Preliminary List of Jewish Soldiers and Sailors Who Served in the Spanish-American 

War." The American Jewish Year Book, Vol. 2, (24 Sep 1900 to 13 Sept 1901) p. 525, 527-622. 

 
- - Online - - 

 
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 1933-1945, Vol-

ume 1 & Volume 2, are available online < goo.gl/tExlQZ > (shortened URL). The books are in .pdf 
format and searchable.  

 
 
NOTE: Thanks to Jim Winston , President, Baytown Genealogy Society for sharing the above research 
resources for this newsletter. 
 
 

- - Upcoming Publications - - 
 
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 1933-1945, Vol-

ume 3, Camps and Ghettos in Countries Allied with the Nazis - Scheduled for publication in 2017. 



Emanu El Memorial Park Cemetery - Houston, Harris Co., TX 

Texas Jewish Cemeteries with Historic Texas Cemetery Designations 

   Emanu El Memorial Park Cemetery is located at 8341 
Bissonnet St., Houston, TX. 
   This cemetery contains approx. 3,000+ graves, the oldest 
known burial in 1945. This cemetery is active. 
   On 21 Oct 1944, Congregation Emanu El purchased 
26.713 acres of land, on the Old Richmond Road, from the 
American National Life Insurance Co. for the purpose of es-
tablishing a cemetery. They paid $9,500.00 and the tract of 
land adjoined the Braeburn Country Club. On 29 Sep 1946, 
the Emanu El Memorial Park Cemetery was formally dedi-
cated.  
   On 28 Dec 1945, the Plat Map for the cemetery was 

signed by Nathan J. Klein, President of the Congregation and it was recorded 
on 18 Apr 1947.  
   The original Plat Map included an oval area near the entrance for a chapel. 
Members of the Congregation planted trees around the perimeter as a first step 
toward setting this area apart. In 1980, a generous gift was made by Anne 
(Kessler) Kagan & Morris Harris Kagan and Edna (Solomon) Rudy & Israel 
Rudy to build the Kagan-Rudy Chapel, designed by Clovis Heimsath. In Sept 
1983, the Chapel was dedicated.  
 The chapel is a domed 

open-air pavilion in the form of a hexagon, or the points 
of a Star of David. The room and dome are clad in cop-
per reminiscent of the Temple dome in Jerusalem. The 
roof is supported by 12 external columns, each repre-
senting one of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
 Just below the dome are six windows, each a different 
color of the rainbow. The natural light reflects shades of 
colors within the chapel, symbolizing the impact on life 
left behind by each generation. Seating around the 
chapel is on concrete benches and is similar to the re-
mains of a synagogue found in Masada, a fortress atop 
a high mesa on the western shore of the Dead Sea that 
has come to symbolize liberty and independence.  

Adath Emeth Cemetery - Houston, Harris Co.   Jewish Cemetery - Rockdale, Milam Co. 
Adath Israel Cemetery - Houston, Harris Co.   Jewish Cemetery (1907) - Gonzales,  
Beth Israel Cemetery - W. Dallas - Houston, Harris Co. Gonzales Co. 

Beth Yeshurun Cemetery - Allen Parkway - Houston,   Jewish Cemetery - LaGrange, Fayette Co. 
 Harris Co. Hebrew Cemetery - Brownsville, Cameron Co. 
Beth Yeshurun Cemetery - Post Oak - Houston, Harris Co. Temple Emanu-El Cemetery - Longview,  
Calvert Jewish Cemetery - Robertson Co. Harrison Co.  
Emanuel Hebrew Rest - Fort Worth, Tarrant Co. 
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  This is a story about an immigrant family that left Austria (now Poland) and came 
to America to seek better opportunities. They eventually settled in Houston and 
opened up a dry-goods store. After several failed partnerships, the immigrant and 
his sons started what would become the successful supermarket chain, Weingar-
ten's. 
   The family's involvement in the Houston business community continues today 
with Weingarten Realty Investors and Harris' great-grandson, Andrew Mark 
"Drew" Alexander , as the President and CEO. 
   Harris (Hersch) Weingarten was born on 25 Oct 1853, Lancut, Austria and 
was the son of Avraham / Abraham Weingarten and unfortunately, the name of 

his mother is unknown. His known siblings include: Lazar Weingarten (b. unk - d. unk, 1934 living in 
Poland) and Bluma Weingarten Ampster / Amster (b. 1868, Austria-d. 4 May 1953, Brooklyn, NY) 
(Mrs. Moses/Morris/Moishe - husband's given name found spelled a number of different ways). 
   Per his Oath of Allegiance and Petition for Naturalization, he stated that on 25 Feb 1887, he immi-
grated to the United States from Hamburg, Germany, and arrived at Philadelphia, PA on 15 Mar 1887. 
However, ship manifest records indicate the actual year of immigration was in 1886. Family lore states 
that before coming to America, Harris was a paraffin wax miner.  
 Harris and Belle (Beila/Beili) Weidinger were married ca. 1880.  
 Belle was born on 16 Jul 1855, Sambor/Sambir, Galicia/Ukraine, and was 
the daughter of Yoshiyahu Szyja "Osias" Weidinger and Hene Rifka 
Roser .   
 Harris and Belle had the following children: Infant (b/d 1883); Joseph 
"Joe" Weingarten  (1895, Boryslaw/Borislav, Austria-1967, Houston); Solo-
mon "Sol" Weingarten (1890, Richmond, TX-d. 1947, Houston) (Private, 
U.S. Army, World War I); Anne "Annie" Weingarten Alexander (1895, 
Houston-1977, Houston) (Mrs. Irving W.); and, Abraham "Abe" Weingarten 
(1898, Houston-1982, Houston) (Private, U.S. Army, World War I). 
 Harris began the process to obtain American Citizenship when he took the 
Oath of Allegiance before Judge Norman G. Kittrell, on 10 Aug 1906 in the 
61st District Court of Harris Co., TX. He stated he was born in Austria and 
renounced any loyalties to the Emperor of Austria.  
 Harris' naturalization records are next found in the U.S. Southern District 
Courthouse at Houston. He stated he had lived in the State of Texas since 9 
Mar 1888. He renounced his allegiance to Franz Joseph, Emperor of Austria 
and Apostolic King of Hungary. His American Citizenship was granted on 17 
Apr 1913 by Judge W. P. Burns.  
 In the 1890s, Harris and family were living in Richmond, Fort Bend Co., TX. He operated a mercantile 
establishments and several of his partners included David Wolf, Mr. Ditch and Mr. Adels. 
 On 20 Oct 1895, Harris was elected vice president of the Hebrew Bikur Cholim Society of Houston. 
Other officers were: Ike Harrison, president; L. Housman, treasurer and S. Greenberg, secretary. 
(Galveston Daily News, 21 Oct 1895, p. 3) This society provided support to the sick, elderly or others 
who were in need of assistance. 
 After graduating from high school in Fort Bend Co., Joe attended the Massey Business College in 
Houston. In 1901, Harris and his son, Joe, borrowed $300 and founded the Weingarten's grocery which 
became a large chain of stores. His first store was located on Congress Avenue and Crawford in down-
town Houston.  
 Harris served as a Trustee of Adath Yeshurun in 1912.  
 On 14 Mar 1914, his sons, Joe, Sol and Elias Spinner chartered J. Weingarten Inc. and opened a 
store at 1502 Main Street in downtown Houston.  

Weingarten Family 

Harris Weingarten 
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= =  Weingarten Family - cont. from p. 5 = = 
 On 4 Jan 1919, Belle died in Houston and was buried in Beth Yeshurun Cemetery (Allen Parkway). 
She had been an invalid for some time and died of uremia (i.e., kidney failure).  
 On 13 Oct 1934, Harris committed suicide by jumping from the 8th 
floor of the Plaza Hotel where he lived. He had been ill for a number of 
years. He was buried in Beth Yeshurun Cemetery (Allen Parkway). His 
obituary is found in the Texas Jewish Herald published on 18 Oct 1934 
and it listed survivors as his children, sister, Bluma and brother, Lazar. 
 Joe was naturalized in the U.S. District Court, Southern District, Hous-
ton, on 17 Apr 1913, Certificate No. 278126. He was born on 8 Oct 
1884, Bansloff, Austria.  
 On 10 Sept 1918, in Houston, Joe is found on World War I Draft Reg-
istration and in 1942, he on the World War II Draft Registration. 
 On 6 May 1923 in Houston, Joe married Malka Malvina Kessler. She 
was born on 15 Mar 1899, Starry Sambor, Poland / Ukraine and was the 
daughter of Moses Kessler and Hava Chaje "Yetta" Spinner . She immigrated to the United States on 
1 Feb 1921 from Rotterdam, Holland and arrived at New York, NY. She was naturalized on 8 Dec 
1924, U.S. District Court, Southern District at Houston. 
   Under Joe's leadership, the grocery chain expanded to locations in Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana. 

By 1926, they had six stores; by 1938 to 12 stores; by 
1951, 25 stores; by 1967, 70 stores; and, by the time 
the company was sold, there were over 100 stores 
and controlled 18% of the Houston grocery market 
share. In 1980, J. Weingarten Inc. was sold to Grand 
Union Supermarkets (later known as Grand Union 
Family Markets). In 1984, the Weingarten name dis-
appeared from storefronts. 
   Joe pioneered self-service and cash-and-carry 
shopping which allowed customers to pay for goods 
and then take them home without waiting for delivery. 
He coined the phrase "Better Food for Less."  
   In 1939, Joe built a home which was designed by 
prominent Houston architect Joseph Finger. The 
home was located at 4000 South MacGregor Way in 

the Riverside Terrace Subdivision. The dwelling is a two-story brick clad French Eclectic style single-
family home designed a manorial-style suburban chateau originally from 18th Century French architec-
ture. Their son, Bernard lived in the home until 1968.  
   Joe served on the board of directors of the Burlington-Rock Island 
Railroad, the Texas Medical Center, the Baylor Medical Foundation and 
the Ampal-American Israel Corp.  
 In 1950, Joe and his wife visited Israel and he came home with the 
philosophy of promoting world peace. On 28 Dec 1960, he chartered the 
World Institute for World Peace Foundation, which promoted interna-
tional conferences with academic and political leaders from the United 
States, Poland, Russia, the Philippines and Canada as well as countries 
from Western Europe, South America and Africa. The foundation is still 
in existence with Bernard Weingarten and Jack Weingarten as officers. 
 Joe and Malvina were the parents of Bernard Louis Weingarten 
(1924-2015) (U.S. Navy, World War II); Eveta Lea Weingarten Levi-
son (1926-1964) (Mrs. Morris L.); and, Jack Aaron Weingarten (1929-
living). 

= = cont. p. 7 = = 

Houston Post, 29 Oct 1920, p. 18 

Joe & Malvina 
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